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4.2.7 
BILL ftrong, thick, compreffed. XL, AUK 
NOSTRILS linear; placed near the edge of the mandible. 
TONGUE almoft as long as the bill. 
TOES, no back toe, 
Goirfugel. Clufi exot. 367. av. VI. ὃς. Tab. 7. 229. GREAT: 
Penouin, Wormii, 300. Eforokitfok *. Crantz’s Greenl. I. 82. 
Wil, orn. 323- Alca impennis. Lin. δ). 210. 
Raii fyn. av. 119. Faun. Suec. fp. 140. 
Edw. av. 147. Iflandis Gyr-v Geyrfugl. Norvegis Fi- 
Martin’s voy. St. Kilda, 27. ert, Anglemaage, Pengot, Brille- 
Avis, Gare dicta. Sib, Scot. Il. 22. fugl. Brunuich, τος. : 


Alca major, le grand Pingoin. Brifin Br, BY 136. 


ἘΚ Ως ἀξὰς 


ana 3 2, 
| CCORDING to Mr. Martin, is bird breeds on Ἶ ΜΕ ἐς 


St. Kilda; appearing there the beginning of May, and re- 
tiring the middle of fume. It lays one egg, which is fix inches 
long, of a white color; fome are irregularly marked with purplifh 
lines croffing each other, others blotched with black and ferrugi- 
nous about the thicker end: if the egg is taken away, it will not 
lay another that feafon. A late writer+ informs us, that it does 
not vifit that ifland annually, but fometimes keeps away for feveral 
years together ; and adds, that it lays its egg clofe to the fea- 
mark ; being incapable, by reafon of the fhortnefs of its wings, to 
mount higher. 


* Or little wing. 
+ Macaulay’s hift. St. Kilda. p. 1§6. 
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Ϊ [ © e 
| 1 | DESCRIPe The lenoth of this bird, to the end of its toes, 1s three feet; the 
ie Lee bill, to the corner of the mouth, four inches and a quarter: part 


of the upper mandible is covered with fhort, black, velvet like 
feathers; it is very ftrong, compreffed and marked with feveral 


AP PS 
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“i - 
— — 
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7 i i ' furrows that aad both above and below: between the eyes and 
ἢ" ἢ ᾿ the bill on each fide is a large white ἴροῖ: the reft of the head, the 

Π | i) neck, sal ail and wings, are of a ρον black: the tips of the 

ἵ Ht | leffer quil-feathers white: the whole under fide of the body white: 

ei the legs black. The wings of this bird are fo fmall, as to be ufe- 

᾿ ἢ lefs for flight: the length, from the tip of the longeft quil-feathers 
Ty i ey to the firft joint, being ap four inches and a quarter. | 
iv | ' : | This bird is obferved by feamen never to wander beyond /ound- 
ἢ ἘΠῚ ings; and according to its appearance they direct their meafures, 
Bt Ghee | being then affured that land is not very remote. Thus the modern 
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DR cH failors pay refpect to auguries, in the fame manner as 4riflophanes 
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[ tells us thofe of Greece did above two thoufand years ago. 
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travers. Rad. Morin. Walt. de Cantelu. Gilberti Morin et multis 
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Seal appendant, an armed man on horfeback, and on the reverfe, 
a fmall impreffion from an antique head — the legend broken. 
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Or THE CHOICE or nis MAJESTY’s HAWKS. 


O all thofe to whome this prefent Writinge fhall come I 
ἡ: ἢ St. Anthony Pell Knight Maifter Faulkner Surveyor and 
Keeper of his Majefties Hawkes fend ereetinge, Whereas I'am 
credibly informed that divers perfons who doe ufuallie bringe 
Haukes to fell doe commonlye convey them from fhipbord and 
cuftome howfe before fuch tyme as I or my fervants or deputies 
have any fight or choife of them for his Majefties ufe whereby his 
Highnefs is not nor hath not lately beene furnifhed with the num- 
ber of Hawkes as is moft meete, Wherefore theis are in his Ma- 
jefties name to will charge and commaund you and every of you 
that fhall at any tyme hereafter bringe any Hawkes to fell, That 
neither you nor any of you nor any others for you or by your ap- 
pointment doe remove or convey awaye any of your Hawkes what- 
foever from fhipbord or the cuftome houfe untill fuch tyme as the 
bearer hereof my welbeloved friend Wiliam Spence Gent. have his 
firft choife for his Majefties fervice, Andthat you and every one of 
you do quietly permitt and fuffer the faid Wy. Spence the bearer 
hereof to take his choife’- and make tryal of fuch of your Hawkes 
as he fhall thinke meete with a coree or two of πῶ before fuch 


tyme 


AZ PT RL ἘΡῚ ΝᾺ Di Ta 
tyme as his Majefties price be paide beeinge as hereafter followeth, 
viz for a Faulcon twenty fix fhillings and eight pence, for a Tafiell- 
gentle thirteene fhillings and four pence, for a Lanner twenty fix 
fhillings and eight pence, for a Lannarett thirteene fhillings and foure 
pence, for a Gofhawke twentie fhillings, for a Taffell of a Gofshawke 


thirteene fhillings and foure pence, for a Gerfauikon thirtie fhil- 
lings, for a Jerkin thirteen fhillings and fourepence, hereof fayle you 


not as you will anfwere the contrary at your perilis, Dated the fix 
and twentieth day Fanuarie Anno Domini 1621. 


This warrant to endure untill the 


firft daye of Augu/t next comeinge. 
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No. IV. 


Or THE SMALL BIRDS or FLIGHT, 


By the Hon", Daines BARRINGTON. 


N the fuburbs of London (and particularly about Shoreditch) 
are feveral weavers and other tradefmen, who, during the 
months of Oéfober and March, get their livelihood by an ingenious, 
and we may fay, a fcientific method of bird-catching, which is to- 
tally unknown in other parts of Great Britain. 

The reafon of this trade being confined to fo fmall a compafs, 
arifes from there being no confiderable fale for finging birds except 
in the metropolis: as the apparatus for this purpofe is alfo heavy, 
and at the fame time muft be carried on a man’s back, it prevents 
the bird-catchers going to above three or four miles diftance. 

This method of bird-catching muft have been long practifed, as 
it is brought to a moft fyftematical perfe@tion, and is attended with 
a very confiderable expence. 

The nets are a moft ingenious piece of mechanifm, are gene- 
rally twelve yards and a half long, and two yards and a half wide; 
and no one on bare infpection would imagine that a bird (who is 


~ 


19 


APPENDIX, 


fo very quick in all its motions) could be catched by the nets 
flapping over each other, till he be 
feldom failing *. 

The wild birds fy (as the bird-catchers term it) chiefly during 
the month of Offober, and part of September and November, as the 
flicht in March is much lefs confiderable than that of Michaelma/s. 
It is to be noted alfo, that the feveral fpecies of birds of flight do 
not make their appearance precifely at the fame time, during the 
months of September, Offober and November. The Pippet +, for 
example, begins to fy about Michaelma/s, and then the Woodlark, 
Linnet, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, and other birds of 
flight fucceed , all of which are not ealily to be caught, or in any 
numbers, at any other time, and more particularly the Pippet and 
the Woodlark. 

Thefe birds, during the Michaelmafs and March flights, are 
chiefly on the wing from day break to noon, though there is after- 
wards a fmall fight from two till night; but this however is fo in- 
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confiderable, that the bird-catchers always take up their nets at 


noon. 
It may well deferve the attention of the naturalift whence thefe 


iehts of certain birds can arife, As the ground however 


periodical fl 


* Thefe nets are own in moft parts of England by the name of day-nets or 


clap-nets; but all we have feen are far inferior in their mechanifm to thofe ufed 


near London. 


+ A {mall fpecies of Lark, but which is inferior to other birds of that Genus 


in point of fong. 
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is ploughed during the months of Oéfober and March for fowing 
the winter and lent.corn, it fhould feem that they are thus fupplied 
with a great profufion both of feeds and infects, which they cannot 
fo eafily procure at any other feafon. 

It may not be improper to mention another circumftance, to be 
obferved during their flitting, viz. that they fly always againft the 
wind; hence, there is great contention amongit the bird-catchers 
who fhall gain that point, if (for example) it is wefterly, the bird- 
catcher who lays his nets moft to the eaft, is fure almoft of catch- 
ing every thing, provided his call-birds are good: a gentle wind 
to the fouth-weft generally produces the beft fport. 

The bird-catcher, who is a fubftantial man, and hath a proper 
apparatus for this purpofe, generally carries with him five or fix 
linnets (of which more are caught than any finging bird) two go/d- 
Jinches, two greenjfinches, one woodlark, one redpoll, a yellowbammer, 
titlark, and aberdavine, and perhaps a dullinch ; thefe are placed at 
{mall diftances from the nets in little cages. He hath, befides, 
what are called flur-birds, which are placed within the nets, are 
raifed upon the fur*, and gently let down at the time the wild 
bird approaches them. Thefe generally confit of the απο, the 
goldfinch, and the greenjfinch, which are fecured to the fur by what 
is called a drace+3; a contrivance that fecures the birds without 
doing any injury to their plumage. 

* 

* A moveable perch to which the bird is tied, and which the bird-catcher can 

raife at pleafure, by means of a long ftring faftened to it. 


+ A fort of bandage, formed of a flender filken ftring that is faftened round the 
bird’s body, and under the wings, in fo artful a manner as to hinder the bird 
" . it ; - 
from being hurt, let flutter ever fo much in the raifing. 
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It having been found that there is a fuperiority between bird and 
bird, from the one being more iz fong than the other; the bird- 
catchers contrive that their ca// birds fhould moult behabé the ufual 
time. “hey, therefore, in Fune or Fuly, put them into a clofe 
box, under two or three folds of blankets, and leave their dung in 
the cage to raife a greater heat; in which ftate they continue, be- 
ing perhaps shiaiviiies but once a week to have frefh water. As 
for food, the air is fo putrid, that they eat little during the whole 
ftate of confinement, which lafts about a month. The birds fre- 
quently die under the operation*; and hence the value of a βορ- 
ped bird rifes greatly. 

When the bird hath thus prematurally moulted, he is z# fong, 
whilft the wild birds are out of fong, and his note is louder and more 
piercing than that of a wild one; but it is not only in his note he 
receives an alteration, the plumage is equally improved. The 
black and yellow in the wings of the goldjnch, for example, become 
deeper and more vivid, together with a moft beautiful glofs, which 
is not to be feen in the wild bird. The bill, which in the latter 
is likewife black at the end, in the flopped bird becomes white and 
more taper, as do its legs: in fhort, there is as much difference 
between a wild and a fopped bird, as there is between a horfe which 
is kept in body loath; or at grafs. 

When the bird-catcher hath laid his nets, he difpofes of his call- 
birds at proper intervals. It muft be owned, that there is a moft 


* We have been lately informed by an experienced bird- catcher, that he pur- 
fues a cooler regimen in /fopping his birds, and that he therefore feldom lofes one: 
but we fufpect that there is not the fame certainty of making them moult, 
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ralicious joy in thefe call-birds to bring the wild ones into the fame 
ftate of captivity; which may likewife be obferved with regard to 
the decoy ducks. 
Their fight and hearing infinitely excels that of the bird catcher. 
The inftant that the * wild-birds are perceived, notice is given by 
one to the reft of the call-birds, (as it is by the firft hound that hits 


on the fcent, to the reft of the pack) after which, follows the fame 
fort of tumultuous ecftacy and joy. The call-birds, while the bird 
is at a diftance, do not fing as a bird does in a chamber; they in- 
vite the wild ones by what the bird-catchers call Joort jerks, which 
when the birds are good, may be heard at a great diftance, The 
alcendency by this’call or invitation is fo great, that the wild bird 
is flopped in its courfe of flight, and if not already ‘acquainted with 
the nets, lights boldly within twenty yards of perhaps three or 
four bird-catchers, on a fpot which otherwife it would not have 
taken the left notice of. Nay, it frequently happens, that if half 
a flock only are caught, the remaining half will immediately after- 
wards light in the nets, and fhare the fame fate; and fhould only 
one bird efcape, that bird will fuffer itfelf to be pulled at till it is 
caught, fuch a fafcinating power have the call-birds. 


* It may be alfo obferved, that the moment they fee a hawk, they communicate 


the alarm to each other by a plaintive note; nor will they then jerk or call though 
the wild birds are near. 


t A bird, acquainted with the nets, is by the bird-catchers termed a fearper, 


which they endeavour to drive away, as they can have no fport whilft it continues 
near them. 


While 
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While we are on this fubject of the jerking of birds, we cannot 
omit mentioning, that the bird-catchers frequently lay confiderable 
wagers whofe call bird can jerk the longeft, as that determines the 
fuperiority. «They place them oppofite to each other, by an inch 
of candle, and the bird who jerks the ofteneft, before the candle is 
burnt out, wins the wager. We have been informed, that there 
have been inftances of a bird’s giving a hundred and feventy jerks 
in a quarter of an hour; and we have known a linnet, in fucha 
trial, perfevere in its emulation till it fwooned from the perch: 
thus, as Pliny fays of the nightingale, vid?a morte finit fepe vitam, 
Jpiritu prius deficiente quam cantu. 

It may be here obferved, that birds when near each ot 
in fight, feldom jerk or fing. They either fight, or ufe fhort and 
wheedling calls; the jerking of. thefe call- birds, therefore, face to 
face, is a moft extraordinary inftance of contention for fuperiority 
in fong. 

It may be alfo worthy of obfervation, that the female of no fpecies 
of birds ever fings: with birds, it is the reverfe of what occurs in 
human kind: among the feathered tribe, all the cares of life fall to 
the lot of the tender fex: theirs is the fatigue of incubation , and 
the principal fhare in nurfing the helplefs brood: to alleviate thefe 
fatigues, and to fupport her under them, nature hath given to the 
male the fong, with all the little blandifhments and foothing arts ; 
thefe he fondly exerts (even after courtfhip) on fome {pray contigu- 
ous to the neft, during the time his mate 1s performing her paren- 
tal duties. But that fhe fhould be filent, is alfo another wife pro- 
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vifion of nature, for her fone would difcover her neft ; as would a 
gaudinefs of plumage, which, for the fame reafon, feems to have 
been denied her. 

To thefe we may add a few particulars that fell within our notice 
during our enquiries among the bird-catchers, fuch as, that they 
immediately kill the hens of every fpecies of birds they take, being 
incapable of finging, as alfo being inferior in plumage; the pippets 
likewife are indifcriminately deftroyed, as the cock does not fing 
well: they fell the dead birds for three-pence or four-pence a 
dozen. 

Thefe fmall birds are fo good, that we are furprized the luxury 
of the age neglects fo delicate an acquifition to the table. The 
modern Italians are fond of fmall birds, which they eat under the 
common name of Beccaficos: and the dear rate a Roman T ragedian 
paid for one dith of finging birds * is well known. 

Another particular we learned, in converfation with a London 
bird-catcher, was the vaft price that is fometimes given for a fingle 
jong bird, which had not learned to whiftle tunes. The creatett 
fum we heard of, was five guineas for a chaffinch, that had a parti- 
cular and uncommon note, under which it was intended. to train 


others: and we alfo heard of five pounds ten fhillings being given 
for a call-bird linnet. 


* Maxime tamen infgnis eft in hac memoria, Clodii ZEfopi tragici hiftrionis patina 

Jexcentis H. δ. taxatas in quo pofuit aves cantu ej uo, aut humano fermone, wvocales. 
Bindi κα, γε ς —? 

Plin. lib. x. ¢. 51, The price of this expenfive difh was about 6843/7. 105. ac- 


cording to 4réduthnot’s Tables. ‘his feems to have been a wanton caprice, rather 
than a tribute to epicurifm, T. P. 
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A third fingular circumftance, which confirms an obfervation of 
Linnaus, is, that the male chafinches Ay by themfelves, and in the 
fight precede the females; but this is not peculiar to the chaffinches. 
When the #z¢/arks are caught in the beginning of the feafon, it fre- 
quently happens, that forty are taken and not one female amone 
them: and probably the fame would be obferved with regard to 
other birds (as has been done with relation to the wheat-ear) if they 
were attended to. 

An experienced and intelligent bird-catcher informed us, that 
fuch birds as breed twice a year, generally have in their firft brood 
a majority of males, and in their fecond, of females, which may in 
part account for the above obiervation. 

We muft not omit mention of the dulfnch, though it does not 
properly come under the title of a finging bird, or a bird of flight, 
as it does not often move farther than from hedge to hedge; yet, 
as the bird fells well on account of its learning to whiftle tunes, and 
fometimes flies over the fields where the nets are laid; the bird- 
catchers have often a cal/-bird to enfnare it, though moft of them 
can imitate the call with their mouths. It is remarkable with re- 
gard to this bird, that the female anfwers the purpofe of a call-bird 
as well as the male, which is not experienced in any other bird taken 
by the London bird-catchers. 

It may perhaps furprize, that under this article of finging birds, 
we have not mentioned the nightingale, which is not a bird of fight, 
ἴ the fenfe the bird-catchers ufe this term. The nightingale, like the 
robin, wren, and many other finging birds, only moves from hedge 
to hedge, and does not take the periodical fights in Offober and 
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trap-neéts, without call-birds, and are confidered as inferior in dig- 
nity to other bird-catchers, who will not rank with them. 

The nightingale being the firft of finging birds, we thall here 
infert a few particulars relating to it, that were tranfmitted to us 
fince the defcription of that bird was printed. 

Its arrival is expected, by the trappers in the neighborhood of 
London, the firft week in April, at the beginning none but cocks 
are taken, but in a few days the hens make their appearance, ge- 
nerally by themfelves, though fometimes a few males come along 
with them. 

The latter are diftinguifhed from the females not only by their 
fuperior fize, but by a great fwelling of their vent, which com- 
mences on the firft arrival of the hens. 

They do not build till the middle of “αν, and generally chufe 
a quickfet to make their neft in. 

If the nightingale is kept in a cage, it often begins to fing about 
the latter end of November, and continues its fong more or lefs till 
Fune. 

A young Canary bird, linnet, Skylark, or robin (who have 
never heard any other bird) are faid beft to learn the note of a 
nightingale. 

They are caught in a net-trap; the bottom of which is furround- 
ed with an iron ring; the net itfelf is rather larger than a cabbage 
net. 

When the trappers hear or fee them, they ftrew fome frefh mould 
under the place, and bait the trap with a meal-worm from the 
baker’s fhop. 

Ten or a dozen nightingales have been thus caught in a day. 
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